Ui ir LA O sy | 25X1A 25%1
Approved For, Release; 2005/11/24 CIA-RDP82-00457R001900390001}-2 ‘

CRUATRY. UaR (Jewoasus) Q DATE DISTRIADotobor 1908
SUBJECT Rosds and Bvidges in the Sukhumi Arvea ﬂj NO. OF PAGES 13
PLACE 25X1A GA ”BRARY NO. OF ENCIS. 3
ACQUIRED (WISTED BELOW 25X1A
DATE CF THED
25X1X

.S

E2

Hew Road Copnecting the Gsuecagus
o 286 She Hoban . ‘

1. A% the spd of 1942 constrection was begun on a rosd from the Gautsuus
&5 4he Fobem, 26 o tims vhen the formens were still ccompying the heighta
of the Daucasus. During this peried the Bussiens brought mexy wischers.
chiefly from Georgis (Piflis, Tutsisi, Batum), who bogen working burrietly
st ths ropair and construeiion of this read.

2. CGrowz ¢f laborers., hoving heen estsblished at mamy poinits aloang the vond,
tagan thelr work simultaencously. The chief storting poind was considersd
%o be Aadkiali {H3003%-41920'E), about 39 kilometers froa Sokhini, simce
3hae posd from Sukbumi %o Anmtkiall could ds necd at the sime when worl
wes Degun, This road wes repairved immsdilebely. It wos widened ab meny
poinks sud paTed with acphalt ower its entiro lengih. 25X1X

%, Sukbond-dmikiald Sechog. btotal lemgth 39 kilometers:

2. SulbpricoMerkhewd (42959'H-B1FP10°8), total length 17 kilomebarn:
e rosd. alihough wide emcugh for two~lame traffic. bas an
asphalt savface only four meters in width. 1% wes resurfsced
during the war and is maintalned ln excellepd copdition. The
agphalt sarfsce is lsid on g besle of 04zt and tamped Fovigan £ 30
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Sinopd {sic)Bridee (No. 2 on Sketch Map I): this is the first of
three bridges found on the 1l7-kilometer stretch of road between
Sukhami and Merkhaul.. The length of the bridge 1s eight meters,
the width four meters. Its height above the surface of the water
is four meters. The bridge 1s constructed entirely of concrete
and supporsed on two concrete nbutments. The sides are protected
by railings about one meter high consisting of three iron rods
supportsed by four cemen$ posts. The roadbed ls constructed of con-
crote supported on steel beams; it 1s surfaced with asphalt. The

capacity of this bridse 18 not marked on it anywhere, |

Kelaguri Bridee (No. 3 on Sketch Map I): This dridge crosses the
river of the same name. Its length is 60=70 meters. The bridge
is so narrow that traffic can pase in opposite directions only
with difficulty. The height above the surface of the water 1s
10-15 meters. The bridge was originslly constructed of stone and
was later reinforced with concrete.

1 73 1 2 1

9 2

I i1 LWL
The bridge is supported on three piers (1) made of stone with a
cement mortar. It has two steel trusses (3). During the war
these were camouflaged. Green predoninated ameng the sclore of
the camcuflage. The floor of the bridge is supported on steel

beans (2). [ |
On the steel beams were placed planking eand, on top of that,
gravel with a topping of asphalt. |
thickness of these layers. A sign placed at the Sukhumi end of
the bridge sets a speed limit of 25 kilometers per hour. The
sign at the Merkhaul end of the bridge limits speed %o 20 kile-
meters per hour. | ]at the east end of the -
bridge there is a side road coming from the villege of Kelasuri.
The agriculture school, Subtropicheski Tekhnilum, is located about
200 meters north of the bridge on this gide road; 1% is a three-
story structure built on the right bank of the Eeclasuri River.

d. Merkhanl Bridee (No. 5 on Sketch Map I):
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The Merkhaul btridge is located 17 kilomebers from Svidmmi. It is
40=50 meters long. Two vehicles can pass only with difficulsy.
The bridge is eight o ten moters above the surface cof the waker.
i% 1s supported om two abutments consiructed of stomns with cenent
mortar (2). There is one center pler (1) nade of concrote. The
roadbed is construcied of stesl beams {3), tree trunks, and planks,

sn that order. The planks form the surface of the bridge. [ |

| There iz a ralling
about one meter high on each side of the bridge; the »allings are
made of wood with steel posts (4). There is no sign indicating
the cepacity of the bridge, and| Iit is very sitrong.

Unner Metearka Bridea (Wo. 7 on Sketch Map 1): This bridge, vhich
crosses the Upper Matzarke River, is one kilometer nordh of the
Merkhevd bridge. It is on the gravel road which lezds from the
village of Merkhaul o the village of Upper Metzarke; the length

of this road is abous 10 kilometers. The Upper Hatzarks Bridge
ig 15-20 meters long o ut four peters wide.

Bridge Yo, 6 on Sketeh Map I: This bridge, which ia of no graab
importance, is constructed entirely of wood. I% is often destroyed
%W the flood waters of the Merkhaul River during the ralny season.
When the bridge is destroyed, vehicles oress the river withoub

Bridee No. 8 on Skeseh Map 1: This bridge is about one kilometer
goutheaast of the villege of Uppsr Matzsrka and is of ao great
imporsance. | | .

Antkiali Bridge: Thie bridge is lccated in the eenter of the
villege of Antkiali.
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It 1s more than 70 meters long. It 18 wide e for only one-

lane traffic. It is supported om two abutments 1) constructed

of stone with cement mortar and based on rock. The steel truss

(2) rises from the floor of the bridge. The steel beams (3)
support the floor of the bridge. On these stecl beams there is
Planking, and on % is nlaced gravel with a topping of asphalt.

| the capacity of the bridge or the thickness
o1 the roadbed. The bridge is 10-15 meters above the surface of
the water. The river over which it crosses is always full of
wvater. It is a tributary of the Kodor, into which it flowe sbout
two kilometers below this bridge, and 1s subject to sudden floods
durin: the rainy season. There is no sien to indicate the capaclity
of the bridge or $o limit the speed at which it may be crossed. 25X1

25X1

1. The asphalt surface of the road from Sukhuml $o Antkiali, a dis- 25X1A

tance of 17 (sic) kilometers, is in excellent condition.

Soupept: In paragraph & above, this distance is stated to De 3
kilometers, which 1s more nearly correct.) It is a two~lane road
with a width of four to six meters. There are ditches on sach side
of the road., From Amtkdali to Chepelda is 13 kilometers. Thus

the totsl length of the road from Sukthuni to Chepelda is 30 kilo-
meters (sic). The road from Amtkizll to Chepelda is surfaced

with gravel and is in good condition; maintenance ig contimous.

In most places the soil below the rosd is rocky and firm. This
streteh of the road is wide enough for two-lane traffic, except

at certsin points where, however, work of widening the road goes

on from time to time, Along the entire length of this sector of

the road there are spo%s where the surface is of asphalt, especially
at the turns immediately north of the village of Olginskoye (430026N-
§1°149%). Vehicles have no difficulty in going up this road from
Eilometer four as far as the village of Chepelda, becsuse the rlse
1g gradusl. From Chepelda to Amtkiall, a distance of nine kilometers,
the road is surfaced with gravel and is in good condition. The rosd
is maintained systematically bty the organized villages of the region.
The wages of the men who work on the road are paid by the kolkhoz.
The width of the road is four to five meters, wide enough for two-
lane traffic. The road is esally traversed even during the winter.

5. Amtklall--Lata Sector. totel lensth 22 kilometers:

a. There are only two bridges o¢n this entire sector. They are con~ i
structed entirely of wood end cross emall streams. unable 25X1
40 determine the exact location of these bridges. 25X1
25X1 both of them were closer to the village of Lata than
0 Amtkiali and were not far apart. The length of each of the bridges
is five to eight meters,| __lany detalls regarding
25X1 tkeir construction.

Bs Generally, the road has been surfaced with gravel and is ready

to receive a topping of asphalt. An exception ie a mmall stretch
one to two kilometers north of the Antkiall bridge, where it is
alre surfaced with asphalt. : 25X1

¢ pr.
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- € The wldth of the rosd is four to six meters, including the shoulders
on both sides, which are narrow., The clear width of the road is
3«54 meters. The road narrows at certailn polnts because of the
nature of the terrain, making it impossible for vehicles to pags.
Along most of its length the road is wide enough for two-lane
traffic. '

d. | |18
vas in excellent condition and the surface was completely smooth.
Two to three kilometers from Amktiali the road rises gradually.
and from that point to Lata it s level. No concentrations of
machinery or the like were observed | |
road.

6. Lata-Chkalta (4730059N-410440E) Sector, total length 19 kilometers:

2. Thers is only one bridge in this sector. It is two to three
kilometers from the village of Chiralta. This bridge is five to
8lx meters long and is constructed entirely of wood. Its roadbed,
however, is covered with gravel. | |any deteile
regarding the construction of it. If the bridge is desiroyed, its
reconsiruction will not be difficult, because the region is thickly
wooded.

b. The road 1s in the same condition as the Amtkiali-Lata sector.
The only difference is that this sector rises steadily throughout
its length. A% only one point 1s there a-cliff at the side of
the road, and at this point there are landslides from time to
time. These block the rosd and are cleared away by conscripted
labor of peasants taken from that reglon. Only this ons point
ie mddy during the winter menths. | Jthis point
was about halfway between Lata snd Chkalia.

e o it b e T

a. In this sector of the road there are only two bridges. One of
these is at a distance of 300-400 meters from the village of
Chkalte and was constructed long ago: it 1s 6-10 meters long and
is wide encugh only for one-lane traffic. This bridge 1s built
entirely of steel, but the roadbed is made of planks.
not kmow its capacity or any details regarding its construction.
This dbridge crosses a small river which is always full of water;
the height of the floor of the bridge sbove the surface of the
water is four to six meters. The other bridge is about two kilo-
neters from the village of Azera. I$ is constructed entirely of
wood. I% consists of two sections, each five to six meters long,
and is wide enough for only one-lane traffic. It was bullt in
1943=l4; end is used only during the winter months; during the

rest of the year vehicles can ford the stream, which has very little

water in it. i

b. This sector of the road is similar in construction and condition
to the sector between Lata and Chkalta. It was built at the same
time. There are only slight srades in this sector, and there are
no cliffs overhanging any part of thisg sector. During the winter
months there is no mud anywhere on this sector.

8. Azara-Kepsvis Sector, total length six kilometers:

a. There is only onme bridge in this sector; it lies 1,000-1,500 metere
from Kensvis. This bridge is constructed of wood. It 1s about five
meters long and wide enough for only one-lane traffic. The floor
of ke bridge is covered with gravel.
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b. This road bas a width of 3.5-6 netors. I$ 1s surfeced with well
tamped gravel and s ready for a topping of asphalb.
any signs of preparation for surfacing with

agphalbe
Eenavle--Boloya Budka Sechor, total length 16 kdlometers:

a. There is only one bridge, at the edge of the willage of Eenewis.
I% is entirely of wood. 3ix %o sevon mebers long. and wide enough
for only cne-lane traffic. I% is not considered important.

b. The entirs road from Renavis o Beluya Budka is surfaced with
well tamped gravel. I6 is in the sape condition ae the. sesior
bebween Azera snd Keasvis. OConsirucilond® this road was Gome
pleted in 1944, Two kilometers beyond the bridgs there ia o
continuous riso with someo easy curves.

Ropd from Sukhumi to Sukhnmees

The totael length of the road is either 29 kilometors or 32 kilometers,
depending on which fork 1g takoen. .

Bzplenation of attached Sketch Map I1:

Fo. 1 and Mo, 2 indicate four bridges a short distance from each
other. They all cross the same stream and wers construched
in 1947. They are Built entirely of concrete and ave very
strong. Bach of tho bridges is four %o five mebers in length
and four mefers wide, wide enough for two~-lane traffic. Tha
height of each bridge shove the murface of the waier ia aboud
three meters. The bridges were bullt by Gernan prisoners~of-~
war.

Fo. 3 is a bridge construched entirely of wood. I% is sixz o eight
meters in length and four meters in width. 1% crosses a strean
and is supporbed on two abubtments made of stone. The fioor of
the btridge is made of planks. The bridge has a capacity of four
%o six tons. Vehicles of greater gross tonnage ford the stroam
at a point near the bridge. This bridge is located at Kilomeber
7200 (sic).

Ho. & 1s a bridge located ot Kilomster 12500 (sie).

FrT T

It croeses the Chwmy, s tributary of the Gumissa Hiver. Tha
bridge is nore than 150 meters long. | EXE]
width. In June 1947, this bridge was being constracted of

conerete with a steel frame-work (b). It wae to be supuorted

on 15 concrete plers {a). /
/M

bridge was being done hy workmen taken Zrom the consiruction
. work on the hydro-electric plant at Sukhunges, All of these

co -
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workmen were of Greek descent and were holders of Russian

passports. Instead of inducting them into the army (they

were of military age), the Russian amthorities had mssigned
them to reconstruction projects.

5 is the Chumur bdridge, named for the stream which it crosses.
The length of the bridge is 10=15 meters; it is wide enough
for only one-lane traffic. This bdridge is constructed entirely
of wood, except for the two abutments on which it is supported.
The abutments are made of wood but with a ballast of stone.
| R

| . l |

' o ‘ | c.

b.

- -

In the side view of this bridge (a) represents the plank floor

of the bridge (1t is movable): (b) reprecents the abutments,
about six meters high, which are framed with timbers and ballasted
with stone; samnd (e) represents the road at the approaches %o the
bridgo. ___a. .
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Thie second side view represents the bridge when the deck is
ralsed for high water. In this wiew, (a) s the movable suspended
floor, which ig constructed of planking and 1s raised dy meane of
cables vhen the stream iz in flood. (a®) i1s the other position of
the movable floor. It can be moved upwards as much as five meters.
(b) represents the two abutments. (c) represents the road at the
epproaches to the bridge. (d) represents plank ramps used when
the bridge floor is ralsed because of flood water. When the
bridge floor is raised only slightly, vehicles can cross; but,
vhen 1% 1s raised to its maximum elevation, it is used only hy
pedestrisng. The importance of this bridge lies in the fact

that it e used by the men who work in the B! Section of Sukhumges.
They have to cross the river as they come from the barracks (F¥o. 8)
where hey live to go to work on the construction of the under-
ground agueduct (No. 6) through which the water of the Chumr
River is carried to Reper (sic).

road from Suklwml to Sukhumges can be measured in three ways:

First, 3f one follows the east fork of this road, iie., from
Sulhuni to Chumur, the length of the road is 29 kilometers.

The entire length of this road is surfaced with gravel. Its
average width is about five meters, although the gravel gurface
without the shoulders is 3.5=4 meters wide. The foundation of
the road i1s rock; sbove that is gravel with a topping of fins
crushed rock., Work on this road was begun at the same time that
construction began on the hydro-electric station of Sukhunges.
The road was completed in 1936. It was systematically maintained,
and in 1947 1% was in excellent condition.

LD
e
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Bo Second. 1f ome goes from Suldhami via Akhaleohin {sic) tc Reper.
the length of the road 1z 32 kilomeiers. Zhis read ig Tuild
exectly 1like the rosd to Chumur. It has some sasy curves after
i% branchos off towerds Reper. This fork 4s at Kilometer 23
fzon Svklhoni.

¢. Third, during the war, a short cub was needed to save tims
and a branch road {No. 12 onm Skeich Map I1I) was builé which
begine at Kilometer 16. Tais branch road was finished in
1945, It is eurfoced with gravel and is in excellant con-
dition. This section of the road for the most part follows
the Tuldwreska River. which is on the west of tho road. Bash
of the road there are hills. The road 1s easily tfaversed,
for most of it is level, and such grades as exist are gradual.

1, There is no bus service on the read fronm Sukhumi to Sukhumges. The
road is used almost exclusively bty the employees of the Sulthumges hydro-
electric statlon, and they are transported in trucks whish zlsd carry
machinery end foodstulffs from Sukhumi to Sukhunses.

st
5%
°

The underground agqueduct (No. 6 on Sketch lap II) wes consiructed %o

carry the water of the Chumr River into the Vukthroska River anl so $o

furnish water power for the hydre-electric siation called Sukhwmzes.

The eapacity of this lydro-electric plant is enormous. | | 25X1
. , rpow any detalls ragarding the construection of this underzround agueducs,

25X1 bas[__there was considerable fall Zvom Chumur to Beper,

Buring 1947, work inside apd outside the sgueduct on the installations

of the electric plent and building the dam and the artificial iekes

contineed both at Reper and at Chumur, | 25X1

25X1

$

16, Further explanation of Sketch Map IIs

¥o. 7 1z the firs$ section of the hydro-electric station of Sukhumgzes.
Hers there are barracks for housing the workmen engaged in the
construction of the hydro-electric station. The barracks also
houge $he security and the MVD ferces.

Ho. B 45 the second secition of the hydro-electric station. Here,
too, there ars barracks used by the workmen. There are mors
workmen housed here than in the first sectlon. Work dene as
the section is slight in comparison with that done at the Baper
section (i.e., the first section). | | 25X1

To. 9 4s the third section. It consists of buildings used for
recreation by the personnel of Sukhunges. Here there are work-
men engaged in gardening: the produce is used te foed the worlmen
of SBukhomges.

Bo. 10 marics the area including all the sectione included in Suldwmnees.

Ho. 11 ig a former monaatery called Keman, I% is now used as an old
people’s homs. Until 1933 1% was used to hold pricsoners engaged
in growing tobacco and in ecudting timber.

fron Sukhmmi to Mikha Tslhskeys
(5201581200308 )

17. The total length of the rosd from Sukhumi to Mikbe Takbekeya is 146
kilometers. The road connects the Abkthazian ASSR snd the Georgian
S5R, which are divided by the Ingur River. Thls road is the principal
srbery of communication in the Gaucasus. For ease im descriptlicon, it

~8206T |
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will be divided into four sections: Sukhumi--Ochemchird (42°4LHe-
41026%%) (total length 54 kilometers), Achemchiri--Gall (42°38¢N-
41943'E) (total length 27 kilometers), Gali-Zugdidi (42031'N-A195°E)
(total length 25 kilometers), and Zusdidi--Mikha Tekhakaya (total
length 40 kilometers). )

18. In the Sukhumi--Ochemchiri sector there are 18 bridges. Four of these
bridges are large, and their construction will be described below. Of
the remaining fourteen bridges, two are constructed of wood and the
rest are of concrete. Most of the small bridges are not worthy of
notice, since they cross only snall brooks.

a. The Matzarks Bridge ie shown in side view below.
S ' 3 3

4 2 2 4

The height of this dridge above the surface of the water is

four to five meters; the length is about 15 meters. The roadway
of the bridge is about three meters wide, which ls insufficlent
for two-lane traffic, but there is a border (sic) 1.5 meters wide
on each side of the roadway. The bridge crosses the Matzarka
River in which there is always nlenty of water. The bridge is
supported on two abutments (1) of concrete;| | 25X1
remenber their exact dimensions. The face of the zbutments towards
the river is curved. The roadbed (2) of the bridge is conurete
with a topping of asphalt. The bridge has protective railings (3)
vhich are made of steel rods. (4) represents the roadbed at the
spproaches to the bridge. This bridge was constructed before the
war. It is very strong, and is in excellent condition (date of
information=1947). If the bridge were destroyed, traffic could be
diverted to a ford which is about 25 meters south of the bridge.
The ford can be erossed easily during most of the year by American-
made trucks. DBussian-made trucks cannot easlly ford the stream,
beceuse the carburetor is placed low in their motors.

b. ZXodor Bridese. This bridge is located at Kilometer 18 or 19.
The bridge is about 70 meters in length, and is wide enough for
only one-lane fraffic. It 1s a steel bridge similar to the
Kelasuri bridge, and its roadbed is about seven to eight meters
above the surface of the water. In the side view shown below
(1) represents the sbutments made of stone with cement mortar.
(2) is the middle pier of the same construction. (3) is the
floor of the bridge. It is supported on stecl heams and is made
of planks. (4) represents the two steel trusses of the bridge.
(5) 1s the roadway at the approaches to the bridge.

25X1
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This bridge wes built during the time of the Tears, ond has bheen

mantained iu excellent condition. [ ] 25X1
capacity. 1If the bridge were destroyed, conmunicabLonsg would 0@ :
cut off, becanse novhere in the vicinity of the Kodew Bridege is

there any ford wiich can be negotisted by wehiclesn. The waster . :
of the Kodor Eiver is deep [ ] fox 25X1
1% peceives ihe waters of several Tributaries, ohe GARalud.

Gedivis, Azara, end otner rivers.

Tapysh Bridee 1s located at Eilometer &40 on $he road. The con-
struction, length, and other specifications of this bridge are
exsetly similar to the Matzarka bridge, except that the Teomysh
tridge is oo parrey for two-lane traffic under any clrcumstantes.
The Tamysh Bridge was constructed in 1945 and replaced a previcus
bridge made of wood. The Pamysh River alwoys has deep weker, and
there are no fords amywhere in the vicinity of the bridge.

Holyd Bridee is located at Kilometer 49 or 50. This bridge crosses

the Mokvi Hiver, which is always full of water. [ — ] 25X1
know how deep the river is. About 150 meters south of the bridge

there is a ford used hy wagons and aubomobiles., The bridge con~

sists of two parhs, becanse a little above the bridge the river

divides inbto two branches. Esch section of the bridge is can~-

atrncted in the same atyle, ard they differ only a little in
iength. A side view of this bridge appears below.

4
4
3
l’ JI / I/ \\\\ \\ ‘\

L AR VYAY
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117 A4l
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The Mokvi Bridge is supported on two abutments (1), the Lrame-
work of which consiste of tree trunks. Thie framework is filled
with rock ballast. (2) represents diagonal supporis which pro-
tect the abutmezts from the washing of the river. These dicgonal
supports are also of wood. (3) is the flooring of the bridge,
which consists of planks supported on tree trunks. (4) repre-
gents wooden rTallings om each side of the bridge. The bridge 1s
10-12 meters long and is wide enough for only one-lane traifie.
The height of the bridge above the surface of the waber is three
%o five nmeters.

A11 the fourtoen emall bridges between Sulkhunl and Cchemchiri
are between three and six meters in length. Some are wids
enough for two-lsne traffic, but others are too narrow. ALl of
them cross rivulet: and are of no importance.

The entire length (54 kilometers) of the road between Sulkhumi
and Ochenmchiri is surfaced with asphalt. The road and 1is
agphalt surface are more than 10 years old. The width of the
road is four $0 six meters, and the width of the asphalt surface
ig 3.5-4 meters. In 1947, the entire length of the road was in
excellent condition. The whole rosd is level and without any
significent grades. There are dirt footpaths on elther side of
the road, and beyond these are ditches.

\

—smenuT/| 25X 1

—SECREF

Approved For Release 2005/11/24 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001900390001-2



25X1

25X1

19.

Approved For BN 2005111124 - CIA-RDP82.00457R001900390001-2
cznrrar IVSEGRES: erove

: CONFIDERY], -
-1 - :

€. There are towne and villages all along this road. Most of the
inhabitants are Abkhazi or Georglans;[ [(in
Guloripsh, Dranda, and Ochenchiri). The inhabltants are nearly
all farmers, and there are many sovkhogzes.

h. In 1947, public works were being constructed by German priscners-
of-war and by Russian soldiers and engineers in the vicinity of
Agatsera and Kelagsurl. Most of the movement of material in this
vicinity was by rallroad, €.8., transportation of cement, lumber,
machinery. | [the quantity of material being
‘transported or the kind of machinery.

The road from Ochembiirito Gall has a total length of 27 kilometers.
In this stretch of road there are three large bridges, as follows:

8. QOghengchiri Bridee (Galidzga River). This bridge is 56 kilometers
from Sukhumi. A slde view of this bridge is shown below. 4/

25X1

25X1 -
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The QOchenchiri Bridge is about 60 meters long end 3=3.5 meters
wide. The height of the bridge above - - ' the surface of the
water 18 five meters. The abutments (1) are made of wood. The
plers (2) are made of tree trunks. The framework of the roadvey
18 of wood, and the floor (3) of the bridge consists of planke.
The railings (4) of the bridge are made of wood. The bridge is
not very strong and two-lane traffic is forbidden, although the
. bridge is wide enough to accommodate passing cars. The river

1s not deep oxcent in winter, vhen the flood waters often destroy
the bdridge at this point. About 100 meters north of the bridge
there is a ford used by vehicles in the summer months.

b. Qimpmi Bridge is 70 kilometers from Swihumi. Thie bridge crosses
the Oxumi River. It is built entirely of wood. It is 60-70
meters long but wide enoughfor only one-lane traffic. I¢ ie
constructed Just like the Ochemchiri bridge. There is a sign
at the approach to the Okumi Bridge which gstates that the maximum
capacity is 12 tons. About 200 meters north of this bridge there
is a ford negotiable by vehicles. The river-bed at this ford is

sandy | |an eight-ton loaded truck croasi
¢. Erichiald Bridee 1s 79 or 80 kilometers from Sukhumi. It is

located about two kilometers west of Gali and crosses the small
Erichkali River. On each side of the roadwsy of the bridge there
are sidewalks about 1.5 m. wide. The bridge does not have safety
railings. The Bridge is about 12 meters long and is wide enough
for two-lane traffic. There 1s no sign indicating the capacity

d. The road from Ochemcbiri to Gali is surfaced with ‘asphalt, and
in 1947 1% was in excellent condition. The construction of the
roal and the width are just 1ike those of the sectlon from
Sukhumi to Ochemchiri, with the exception that from Ochemchiri
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to Gali there is a gentlo rise. There ars not nany inhabited
places along this sectlon of the road. At Tilometer 66 from
Sukimnl there is a $ea fuctory and near this there is a sovkhoz
vhere tea is grown.

20. Tho road froi Gali to Zugdidi has a total length of 25 kilometers. Along

this entire section of the rosi there is only one bridge worth mentioning,
that over the Ingur River. Basidee this brldge there are smaller bridges
wide enough for only one-lane traffic and about five meters long on the
average, All of thewe small bridges are made of wood, except twe vwhich
are constructed of concrete. [hese brldges cross rivulets, but two or
three of them have some significance because their destruction would
interrupt road commnieatilons.

a. Ingur Bridee. Unti’ the beglnning of 1946, this bridge was buils
of wood with conercbte plevs. At this timo the plers failed, and
the Russians were :ompell:d to remove them and to replace the :
bridge with a feriy. | | work 25¥X1
hed begun at the rame place on the comstruction of a new bridge.
The work at that %ime was confined to the foundations of the plers.
The bed of the river is szidy, and the foundations of the plers
have to go down o s depth of 20 meters. The new dridge will be
made entirely o/ steel. L& will be more $ham 150 meters long,
because the river is wide, | [how deep the 25X1 .
river is, altliugh it is ovidently quite deep. Because the )
current is sérong, thers are no fordas, not even at the season
when the wate’ of the river is low. This difficulty is inereased
by the fact t¢1t one bank of the river is very steep. The weooden
bridge that w:s removel was hastily constructed during the wer

25X1 -

b. The road from Gali to Zugdidl is surfaced with asphalt. | ] 25X1.
how it was constructed beneath the surface. It
is wide raough for tuv-lane traffic, and in some places for throece
lane $raflc. There nre streamg on both sides of the road, which
ig at lrast four meters wide. The surface of the road is smooth
and ir sxcellent condltion. There were no dangerous points anywhere
along shis road. Theve are inhsbited places all along this road.

The ser’ion of the road from Zugdidl to Mikha Tskhakeya has a total
longth o B0 kilometers. There are two noteworthy bridges in this
ssetion, tut there are noi more than two to four emall bridgee, all
wade of eoncrete, in this gectlon of the road.

a. Brdgs seven to eight kilometers south of the city of Zugdidi: This
bidee ie made of steel and is supported on asbubtments of stone., The
framowork of the roadbed of the bridge is of steel, and the floor
‘n tf planks. There are iron railings at the sides of the bridge.
i bridge is about eight meters long, and it is wide enough for
Jr-y ono=lsne traffic. | 25X1 .

b iighd Bridge crossas the Ehobdi River. The bridge is congtructed
tatirely of concrste. Even the roadbed of the bridge is mads of
‘oncrete. The bridge is about 10 meters long and iz wide enough
‘or two-lane traific, sxcept that two trucke have Aifficulty 4n
Jasslng. The cwirent is not very strong where the river passes
the bridge, tut the water 1s deep. | 25X1
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¢. The yoad from Zugdidi to Milkha Tgkhakaya in surfaced with asphalt.
The road is smeoth and in excsllent condition.

Road from Suldmnl to Gasrd
(13020 N-4GO151E )

22. The total length of the road from Sukbumi to Gagri is 106 kilometers.
it may be considered in four sections? Sukhumi-Novi Afonski (47005%N=-
1095008) (20 kilometers); Novi Afonski-Gudauty (43006 B-L0036'E) (25
kilomebers); Bzyb=Gagri (15 kilometers). ,

23. The road from Sukhumi to Gagri bas five or six large bridges. Of the
other 10 small bridges, the majority cross rlvulets; the largest of
these are the Novi Afonski bridge and another (of steel) situated at
Kilomeder 1. : :

a. The Gunista Bridse is located at Kilometer 8. It consists of
two parts. Side and top views of this bridge are shown below.
' ?l
ER 3| |
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The hill (5) lies between the two~faFts of the bridge . Bach of
the two perts is supported om two abutments (1) and on one pler
(2), all constructed of stone with cement mortar. The framework
of the bridge is made of steel beams, and the floor (3) of the
bridge is of planks. The sides (&) of the bridge sre protected
Yy steel railings. Tho:total length of the bridge, including the
top of the hill in the center, is 50-55 meters. The combined
length of the two sections of the bridge, not including the top
of the hill, is 40-45 meters. The bridge is wide enough for
onlyone-lane traffic. It was constructed long ago bat ie in
excellent condition. Its height above the surface of the river
is 10-15 meters. A fow meters south of this bridge there is a
ford which can be negotiated hy wehicles during the sumnmer months.
The bed of the river at the point vhere the ford is situated is
sandy. Thie bridge is about one kilometer distant from the
seashore. .

L, -~ -

b. MNovi Afonskl Bridee is situated at Kilometer 20 and is in the , '
sown of Novi Afonski. It 18 seven %o eight kllometers long. '
It is wide enough for only ome~lape traffic. It ls supported
on two stone abutmenta. The framework of the bridge is made
of steel, and 1ts rosdway e surfaced with asphalt. There is
no slgn shating its capacity. The distance of this bridge from
the scashore is about 150 meters. The height of the bridge
above the surface of the water 1s stout three meters.

= | ComrrpeNrre 28%1.
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¢. Achvandara Bridge 1s located at Kilonmeter 38. It crosses the
Achyandara River. A side view of this bridge appears below.

The bridge is supported on two sbutments (1) made of concrete.
The whole bridge is made of steel (3). Tho roadway (2) consists
of steel beams and is gsurfaced with asphalt. The bridge is about
15 meters long and is wide enough for only one-lane traffic. - The
helght above the surface of the water is four to five meters.
25X1 [ janyr fords in the vicinity of this bridge. The
river has plenty of water throughout the year. The bdridge is very
old, but it is in excellent condition. '

d. Gudsnty Bridge lies at the eastern edge of the town of Gudauty.

The construction of the bridge is Just like that of the Achyandara

bridge. except that the roadway consists of planking. The Gudauty

bridge is 10-12 meters in length and is wide enough for only one-

lane traffic. There 1s not much water in this river. | |  25X1
25X 1 [ leny fords in the vicinity of the bridge. The rallroad

track is about 200 meters north of this bridge, which is about

100 meters from the coast.

e, Bechka Bridee is 53 kilometers from Sukhuni. It crossese the
Retlhika River anfd is eight kilometers west of the Gudauty Bridge.
The length of this bridge is about 20 meters; it is wide enough
for only one-lang traffic. The height above the surface of the
vater is flve %o six meters. The abutments are made of timber
with 2 ballast of rock. The roadway is made of tree trunks with a
surface of planking. The railings are fede of wood. The river
ig wide but does not have rmch water in it. North and south of
the bridge the river can be forded during the summer months.
There 18 no sign stating the capacity of the bridge. The roadway
and the supports of the bridge recelve regular maintenance. Ths
seashore 18 a considerzble distance from the bridge and cannot
be seen from i%.

¥. Cherpava Bechkan Bridee is 58 kilometers from Sukhumi. It crosses
the Chernaye Rechka River. The bridge is built of wood and is
supported on two abutments. It is about 10 meters long and 1s
wide enough for only one-lame traffic, i.e., 3=3.5 meters wide,
Its height above the surface of the water is 3=3.5 meters. The
river flows slowly at this point, but the water is deep and is
25X1 rich in fish. | | any fords in the vicinity of
the bridge. The sea is at a considerable distance from the brldge
and ¢annot be seen from it.

& Bzyb Bridce is 91 kilometers from Sukhumi. It crosses the Bzyd
River vhich is wide and deep. The banks of the river near the

25X1
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The length of this bridge is 38-40 meters. It ie wide enough

for two-lane traffic with a sidewalk five meters (sic) wide.

The framework of the bridge is steel. The roadway 1s made of
Planking with a topping of asphalt (3). The bridge is supported
on two abutments (1) made of concrete and on one central pler (2)
which is set on & diamond-shaped base of concrete (5). The bridge
hag two trusses (4). The bridge is very old, but its floor wes
replaced in 1945-46. In the winter months, the Bzyb Biver has a
very strong current and carries down huge rocks. These can be
seen during the summer, when the river is shallow.

h. From Sukhuml to Gagri the road is surfaced with asphalt 3.5-4
meters wide, wide enough for two-lane traffic. It is maintained
in excellent condition. There are two danger points in this
stretch of road. The first is between Kilometers 11 and 14. After
the road crosses the Gumista Bridge it turns to the south, i.e.,
towards the sea, for three kilometers because the ground gives
wey. There is no flowing water visible to wash awsy the sarth, -
but 1t appears that underground streams cause the ground to give
way. The road 1s temporarily strengthened with logs to enable
vehicles to pass over it, but each time it is finally abandoned
and completely rebuilt in a new place. The ground does not give
vay at any one time of the year, but contimously and gradually.
For this reason, a new road has been bullt from Sukhumi to Novi
Afonski which passes north of the foot of the mountain. The
second danger point is between the Chernaya Rechiks Bridge and
the Bzyb Bridge where there srea steep grade and many curves.

2, The new road from Sukhumi to Novi Afonskl, btuilt for the reason stated
in paragraph 23 h, above, is longer than 20 kilometers (the lensth of

25X1

5 road was belng surfaced with asvhalt. It was wide enough for
two-lane traffic, and there was a ditch on each side of 1¢. The new
bridge over the Gumista River had also been built in 1945,

. .
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Thore are three bus lines running out of Sukhumi.

a. There fg & dus line from Suklumi to Gagri. The distance of 106
kileometers is covered in four to five hours. There aro stops at
Hovi Afongki, Gudaaty, Muzin, and Cegri. | |
how many busses are uvsed and does not know how often they run.

b. The second bus line is from Sukhunl to Ochemchiri. The distaunce
of 54 kilometers is covered in 2% %o 3 hours. Stops are made at
Matcsyanka, Gullripsl:, Dranda, Kodor, Tatsya, Kidri, Tamysk, and
Ochemchiri.

¢. The third line runs from Sukhumi %o Chepelde. The dlstance is

covered in about two hours. There are stops at Matzarke;
Merkhaul, Olginskoye, and Chepelda.

6. Rugsien ZIS busses and various types of Germen busses are usmed
on these lines. Most of them have old bodies with canvas $ops,
whereas the busses used within the city of Sukhuwmi have compara-
tively new bodies and are in good condition.

Zhis sketch map includes the section of the highway from Suchuml %o

Gagri,| land whieh has been described sbove

(paragraphs 22-23). 1t gives the position of the principal bridges on
this roed. | | with the railroad in this region.
This wap aldo shows the new —oad, camploted in 1948, which runs Trom
Sukhumi to Novi Afonski along the foot of the mountain. It alse shows
the seotion of the 0ld road between Kilometers 11 and 1% which has
repeatedly been moved towardc the south, 1.e., towards the gsea. The
Dap also gives the section of the road between the Bzyb Bridge and

Bridge No. 16 on the way to Lake Ritss. |

| The following

points are marked on the sketch map:
¥o. 1 is the city of Sukhumi.

Fo. 2 1g the railroad tumnsl, which ig about 1,500-2,000 meters long.
¥o. 3 is the Gunista Bridge.

No. 4 4g the Novi Afonski Bridge.
No. 5 i the Achyardara Bridge.
Fo. 6 is the Gudaunty Bridge.

¥o. 7 1o the Belsya Hechkn Bridge.
Yo. 8 ip the Chyernaya Rechka Bridge.
No. 9 ic the Bzyb Biver Bridge.

Fo. 10 1s the village of Gagri.

No. 11 is the lighthouse of the town of Pichuda.

that Pichuda was used as a naval harbor during the war.
Ho. 12 is the lighthouse at Gudanty.
No. 13 is the lighthouse at Nowi Afonski. -

Hoo. 14 is the lighthouse at Suldmmni,

—SBOREL/]
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No. 15 1s the bridge over the Guuista Biver (No. 4 on Sketch Plan 11).
It ie on the road from Sukhumi to Sukhungee.

No. 16 is
ste

Ch

the concrete bridge over the Bzyb River. It is about 15-20
8 g and wide eno n 1o 5 z o

25X1

[ The road leading Irom the
Bzyb Bridge towerds Lake Ritsa is surfaced with asphali, is wide
enough for two-lane traffic, and is in excellent condition. From
the Bzyb Bridge to about Eilometer 18 there is no other bridge.
The Bzyb Bridge is the first bridge on the road to Laky Ritsa.

Three sketch maps attached.
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